
Colorado’s Canyon Country Wilderness Proposal

Wilderness Qualities

Roubideau Creek has carv ed one of Color ado’s 

most unique can yon s. Named for French fur tr apper 

Antoine R obidoux, the can yon  or iginates in subalpine 

spruce and aspen forests high on the Uncompahgre 

Plateau before it !  ow s 20 miles north to the Gunnison 

River . BLM’s WSA encompasses the lower eight miles 

of this can yon  as it mo ves  do wn into the arid desert 

reaches.

Recognizing the outstanding wild v alues of R oubideau 

Cany on, Congress in 1993 designated 19,650 acres 

in the adjacent Uncompahgre National F orest as the 

Roubideau Area and placed it off limits to dev elopment 

and motorized vehicles.

As it !  ow s down out of the spruce and aspen forests 

onto BLM lands, the can yon  be comes more arid, 

with rock buttresses, freestanding pinnacles, pin yon -

juniper forest, and a meandering stream lined with 

cottonwoods. This striking lower desert can yon , with 

its brilliant red bands of Entrada Sandstone, is BLM’ s 

Camel Back WS A, so named for a large, isolated mesa 

between Roubideau Creek and Criswell Creek. 

Roubideau Creek cuts into the Mesozoic sandstone 

that is dr aped o ver  th e dome of the Uncompahgre 

uplift. Dakota, Morrison, Entrada, and Chinle str ata 

form cliffs of w arm colors that tower o ver  th e lush 

riparian ecosystem in the can yon  bottom.

Citizens Wilderness Proposal:  22,604 acres
BLM Wilderness Study Area:  10,562 acres
BLM Field Of! ce:  Uncompahgre Field Of" ce (Montrose)
Location:  This addition to the congressionally-designated 
Roubideau Area is located 15 miles west of Montrose in 
Montrose Count y.

The Roubideau Canyons offer grand sweeping vistas, but what makes them precious are little surprises: 
an outcropping riddled with holes like swiss cheese; footprints with five tiny toes by the stream; the 
crackling of mini-rockfalls as bighorn sheep scamper up a hillside; a rock with indentations where some 
ancient one ground her grain centuries ago; the pungent smell of sage after a thunderstorm; your own 
personal art-gallery amphitheater intimate, though ten miles long and a thousand feet deep.

Jim Riddell, Montrose

Roubideau Addition (Camel Back WSA)

Hikers in the CWP.  (Jeff Widen)

Roubideau is rich in wildlife including black bear, deer , 

bobcat, mountain lion, and golden eagles. Bighorn 

sheep were reintroduced from 1991-1993 and are 

doing well. A great number of birds nest in the can yon , 

among them cliff swallows, white-throated swifts, 

Coopers ha wks, titmice and w arblers. R oubideau 

includes populations of the rare Grand Junction 

milkvetch (Astragalus linifolius), a candidate species 

for listing under the ESA. 
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Because the expanded R oubideau 

Wilderness spans life z ones from upper 

Sonoran desert at 5,000 feet to subalpine 

at 9,500 feet, it pro vides a rare opportunit y 

to preserve an ecologically diverse can yon  

that would greatly enrich the National 

Wilderness Preservation System.

Resource Information

BLM’s Wilderness Study Area contains no 

commercially valuable timber or woodland 

resources. BLM rates the area as ha ving 

extremely low potential for both energy 

and hardrock minerals. No mineral leases 

or mining claims exist within the area.

Livestock grazing occurs throughout the 

cany on, with approximately 514 A UMs authoriz ed for 

cattle on one allotment.

BLM closed the area to motor vehicle use to protect 

riparian areas and threatened and endangered plant 

habitat.

Roubideau includes a single 160-acre private land 

inholding. This is the abandoned homestead of Ben 

Lowe near the National F orest/BLM boundary . Ben 

Lowe was a cattleman who was killed in a nearb y 

gun" ght during a cattle-sheep r ange war and this relic 

adds historic interest to the area.

BLM’s Roubideau addition lies downstream from the 

existing R oubideau Area which itself is below two 

small water developments. The state of Color ado 

holds no water decrees for instream !  ow s on any of 

Roubideau’s streams.

Boundary Issues

Citizens propose one major addition to the boundary 

of BLM’s Wilderness Study Area that takes in P otter 

Creek, including P otter Basin on adjacent Uncompahgre 

National F orest lands. An abandoned jeep tr ail 

separated this area from the WSA when BLM drew the 

original WSA boundary, but since that time BLM has 

closed the heavily deteriorated jeep tr ail to motoriz ed 

veh icles, so the Potter Creek drainage now constitutes 

a contiguous roadless addition to the WSA.

Along the lush creek bottom.
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